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At a meeting of the Permanent Council of
the UNESCO-affiliated International
Association for the Study of Human Paleon-
tology on the occasion of the Association’s
fourth congress in Sun City, South Africa (3
July 1998) concern was expressed about the
transport of original hominid fossils beyond
the country of origin. The matter was dis-
cussed and the following resolution was
unanimously approved by the members of
the Permanent Council, representing 20 dif-
ferent countries, and also adopted by the
Assembly of the Association during the
closing ceremony of the congress on 4 July
1998.

Resolution

( 1) Recognizing that hominid fossils are
an irreplaceable component of the
world heritage, we, the members of
the Permanent Council of the Inter-
national Association for the Study of
Human Paleontology, strongly sup-
port the use of replicas of hominid
fossils, rather than the original
hominid fossils, for public display to
promote public awareness and under-
standing of human evolution.

( 2) We strongly recommend that original
hominid fossils should not be trans-
ported beyond the country of origin
unless there are compelling scientific
reasons which must include the dem-
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onstration that the proposed investiga-
tions cannot proceed in the foreseeable
future in the country of origin.
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