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AT Nta0  e1aeea;- ... Stephan Trofimovich fancies himself a
"progressive patriot", a "picturesque public character" living in "exile" ...
He moves through a number of mutations: the liberals as dependent,
the liberal as infant, the liberal as fool (in both senses), the liberal as
dandy, the liberal who tries to assert his independence, the liberal as
spoiled darling of the radicals, as agent provocateur, as provincial, as
bohemian, as bootlicker of authority, and the liberal as philosopher"
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His (Stepan Trofimovich) phantasmagorical wanderings
inevitably recall Don Quixote, and indeed he becomes a Russian
Quixote seeking truth, love and reality." ea®a;;
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Stepan Trofimovich and Varvara Petrovha (an eccentric land
owner) Dostoevsky seems to suggest the relationship between
matriarchal Russia and her errant liberalism/westernism ... by making
Stepan Trofimovich protégé of Varvara Petrovna Dostoevsky destroys
the liberals/westerners claim to intellectual independence ... by making
him the parent of peter ( Nihilist, control of the book) he implies that
nihilism is the necessary outcome of liberalism/westernism.
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language, the conversation and in this way controls the people. He
backs it up with force however."

na¢ma?® "... In order to act one must have a text to believe in
and Peter is the producer of texts. However it seems that Peter
himself has no text except to make up texts and then control them.
He is a master of finding out texts for which the characters already
have created for themselves, then changing, manipulating the text
induce the character to act in a way which he wants them to. Part of
it, is convincing them that he knows everything and everyone and
what everyone thinks - and this becomes the textual spider web in
which every one is caught."
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