
Technical Team Supervises Seed Producer Cooperatives 

(SPC) Seed Storage Facilities 

G/Haweria Berhane-ISSD Tigray 

A joint technical team consisting of ISSD experts, representative from ATA, 

construction engineer from Mekelle University together with the private 

contractor visited 

seven sites where 

construction of storage 

facilities is underway. 

The technical team was 

led by Professor Fetien 

Abay, who is the 

scientific coordinator of 

the ISSD project. 

In order to evaluate 

the construction 

progress the team first 

travelled to Emba Alaje 

and met the wereda 

administrator Ato 

Guesh Hailu and discussed with him and his staff whether the wereda 

contribution of 30% of the total construction cost was progressing well or not. 

Furthermore, the team tried to find out the progress of the guard house 

construction and fencing as part of the community participation.  

Ato Guesh on his part indicated that construction of a standard warehouse was a 

great opportunity and as a result he hoped that the wereda could be a model 

seed supplier for the farmers in the neighborhood and beyond. He also stressed 

the need for the warehouse hand over program ahead of time. 

The technical team also held a similar discussion with Enda-Mokoni wereda 

administrator Ato Weldu Tekiue on the community contribution and overall the 

wereda supports. The team appreciated the wereda facilitation effort and the 

due attention paid by all stakeholders which was instrumental in speeding up the 

construction process.  

Professor Fetien Abay on her part underlined that seed producer cooperatives 

have to contribute 30% of the total construction cost of the warehouse as co-

funding. The ISSD project promotes entrepreneurship and market orientation 

without encouraging dependency. This kind of approach will lead to sustainable 

development of the seed sector in the long run. 



After critically evaluating the undergoing construction, the team listed comments 

and the contractor pledged to take corrective measures as soon as possible.  

The ISSD project in collaboration with ATA has been constructing eight seed 

storages, worth over 7 million birr, in five weredas of Tirgay Region. These are 

Lemelem SPC in Hawzien, Hiwot SPC in Atsbi Wenberta, Birhan Ayba SPC in 

Emba Alaje, Fire Gogolo SPC in Ofla and both Hiriti Mekan and Firiat Haya SPCs 

in Enda-Mekoni wereda. Moreover, two DLS (potato storages) are also under 

construction for the same purpose in Atsbi Wenberta wereda.  

 

All these modern seed and potato storages will be handed over to the seed 

producer cooperatives in the near future.  

   

 

Community contribution focus round table discussion between ISSD team and Wereda 
administrator (Adi-Shihu and May-Chew towns) 

 

Some of the modern warehouses constructed by MU-ISSD project together with ATA 


