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My Observations (Cont’d) 

                        By Orion Demame 

20/02/2017 

Opposition Parties 

The ruling party, as we know it, lacks scrutiny.  It is the absence of scrutiny that has brought 

it to the current situation.  The existence of strong opposition parties is a conduit to a vibrant 

democracy and good governance.  They do the checks and balances of the sitting 

governments from committing serious errors of strategic importance.  So they are considered 

to be good partners in any democratic government.  The problem is that these opposition 

parties are not strong enough to function as is expected of them for three main reasons.   

 First, the leaderships of the parties' lack capacity.  It is not enough to have a degree or 

even be professors (as some have members with the title of professor) if they can't 

understand the people they aspire to serve.  They ought to understand the needs of the 

electorate, be articulate and proficient in their approach.   

 Second, some of them have excessively inflated their egos undeservingly.  They think 

they know it all and have wild belief that they and they alone have the right to rule 

and everybody else is riffraff that should be ruled.  What is the basis for these very 

few elites to look down on the rest of the population?  Is it enough to capitalise on 

their titles alone as well as ethnicity and forget the existence of other brains much so 

sharper brains than theirs?  It is statistically believed that 2% of the population in any 

country is considered to be genius.  This means that out of almost 110 million 

Ethiopians, 2.2 millions are statistically genius.  So, even if these opposition leaders 

believe that they are genius, which I don't, they are insignificant in number.  So I 

believe that they need to revisit themselves and work on the electorate with respect 

and humility rather than be arrogant and random-walk with no clear direction. 

 Third, the lack of vision is endemic to most of the opposition parties.  It seems the 

farmers are one step ahead of the opposition party leaderships.  When their cadres go 

to the farmers and ask them to vote for them, the latter would pose a series of difficult 

questions.  The best that the cadres could promise them were things that overlap with 

those of the governing party's programmes.   At times they didn't even have answers 

to difficult questions posed by the farmers.   

It seems to me that the Ethiopian opposition parties can be broadly put in three categories.  

The first is the genuine and honest parties that respect the rule of law in the country and work 

hard within the framework of the constitution.  In particular, they understand that the only 

people that give the right verdict are the Ethiopian people and not any other body.  The great 

majority of all the opposition parties in Ethiopia fall under this category.  As such, we see 

them working hard with the electorate to gain acceptability and credibility.  To them, no 

matter what, the sovereign integrity of Ethiopia is not and will not be for negotiation.   
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The second category is the one that include parasites parties whose existence depend on 

serving foreign interests that risk the integrity of Ethiopia.  The parties' leaderships under this 

category are almost uniformly, ideologically, intellectual and morally bankrupt.  Instead of 

informing, enlightening and educating the Ethiopians at the grassroots level about their 

parties, party policies and party leaderships, they consciously choose to run into the embassy 

of powerful nations in the hope that the latter would help them enter Arat Kilo Palace just 

similar to what fifth columnists do.  They are quick to align with all sworn enemies of 

Ethiopia including indorsing Ethiopia's disintegration.  Egypt and Eritrea are two of those 

that prescribe such a heinous crime.  They have diligently learnt the art of being dishonest to 

their own people from their mentor Shaebia.  Deception and making big time lies is their 

identity from the outset.  For those opposition parties that have their background in the 

infamous EPRP such as Ginbot 7 and others, it is to be expected that they would be happy to 

see Ethiopia's integrity and security in the same way as EPRP had indorsed and supported 

Somalia's invasion of Ethiopia in 1977.  It did not take them time to jump on board ISIS 

inspired Wahabist/jihadist Muslim demonstrations' bandwagon in the capital few years ago.  

Had it not skilfully been brought under control, the consequences would have been 

devastating and far reaching.  Well done Ethiopia, and credit to Dr Workineh Gebeyehu, the 

then Police Commissioner in particular, for defusing it in the most spectacular way.   

They have no civility and humility at all.  They despise and disrespect elected politicians and 

government functionaries.  Who does not remember the political parties' debate towards the 

recent Ethiopian election?  Opposition parties are expected to dissect and debate to the teeth 

for and against the governing party's policies and then provide alternatives of their own.  

Personal attacks are not allowed and it does not score points.  In one of the debates for 

instance, the behaviour of the leaders of the Semayawi and Oromo National Congress (ONC) 

was despicable though.  I may forgive Ato YiliKal for his lack of understanding the 

imperatives of high level political party debates.  After all he is just a novice.  It seems to me 

that he was there only to be used as surrogate to those spoilers such as Shaebia.  Did he really 

convince himself, in his capacity as a leader of a tiny party of  less than 2000 members with 

no viable party programme be elected to the office of Prime Minister of such a big nation?  

He must have been joking.  But this does not mean that he can't be a Prime Minister.  Of 

course he can.  Everybody has equal chance of occupying the highest job in the country, 

including Ato Yilikal.  Prior to that, however, he needs to grow both his electoral base and his 

mind set.  He should then think of being credible and electable instead of making up 

unrealistic claims.   

Professor Merara, however, claims to be a veteran in the Ethiopian polity.  True.  As a 

veteran in politics, a man of higher learning and educator, much was expected of him by way 

of manners, discipline, civility and proper choice of language.  Judging from his acumen, I 

expected he would deliver an honourable and worthy debate and opposition. However, 

looking back to the debate mentioned above, none of these were on his list.  To start with, the 

manner he sat was inappropriate to the event.  He was all over the places crossing borders.  

To my surprise, his utterance was mean and hateful and did not discuss policies.  He had a 

foul mouth throughout the debate.  It even surprised the viewers when Merara abusively 
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asked Dr Teodros Adhanom, former Minister of Foreign Affairs 'what brought him there'.  

What it meant was that the political scientist Merara was more suitable for the position of a 

Foreign Minister (FM) and that Teodros the health scientist was misplaced and did not 

deserve to be FM.  Well, Merara was wrong because to my knowledge, a ministerial position 

is for those who having vision and clear direction, and those who make policies and 

decisions.  Teodros has a lot of that.  With the resources at hand at the time, he runs the 

Ministry of Health without blame and doubt.  He was one of the few that were admired for 

good governance and efficiency.  

Merara has taught at universities and produced scientific papers.  His administrative, 

managerial as well as policy and decision making skills although remarkable are only local 

and limited in scope.  So did Teodros too when he was in academics.  However, Teodros was 

an international player even before he assumed the position of the Health Minister and had 

gathered few international prizes as well.  Given his humble approach, it is natural for this 

man to make allies and friends are it at home or in the international. .erara's character is 

marred by aggression and arrogance.  Perhaps it emanates from his deep ethnic and racial 

hate he developed while in prison.  I say this because I was given to understand from his 

colleagues at the university that he was openly expressing his decent over all ethnicities but 

the Oromos even as early as 1990s.  His lack of democracy and bad governance issues are 

Chrystal clear.  Diplomacy does not seem to work for him.  You may be lucky to sit with him 

ten minutes before he throws words at you.  It is easier for him to make adversaries and 

enemies fast enough.  Merara as a FM would be a recipe for disaster, much so as a Prime 

Minister.  Teodros, however, successfully led a large ministry that directly or indirectly 

affected the Ethiopian populations.  This implies that he was successful in building a team 

that devised the right policies and made the right decisions.  Merara lacked all these.  

Leadership wise, it was Teodros that had the experience and the quality for the position of 

FM and not Merara.  So, the latter should have apologised there and then for his nonsensical 

abusive mouth but his inherent arrogance wouldn't let him do that.   

Didn't these two opposition leaders leave Ethiopia to the United States and remained there for 

well over six months until the recent turmoil?  Why did they leave?  And what were they 

doing there?  And why were they frequenting at the Capitol?  Well, rumours say that they 

were summoned by their benefactors and provided with similar training that their mentors 

had.  May be they were given the sort of preparation they needed in the event they assumed 

leadership.  Then surfaced the riot and civil unrest in the two regions where these individuals 

claim to represent.  It seemed a conclusion was hastily made by the benefactors of these guys 

including Shaebia and Egypt that the Ethiopian government was falling beyond repair.  I for 

one never believed that Egypt would be behind the riots.  My hypothesis is that neither Egypt 

nor Shaebia could have done such a complex, highly organised, sophisticated and large scale 

anti government and anti society activities.  I don't think we should give the blame totally to 

Egypt because it is only a developing country like ourselves except that its economy is 

marginally better than ours, of course, resulting from the huge US and Gulf States handouts 

since 1976.  Egypt certainly had a hand but it made a mistake of hastily rejoicing its triumph 

in the mishap that engulfed Ethiopia and came out quickly in all its media outlets and claimed 
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ownership of the riots.  It reminds me of the melancholic musician Abnet Agonafr's single 

አያውቁንም 'they don't know us’.   

Indeed Egypt, its financiers and its vassal state Eritrea did not and will not know and 

understand the fabric of Ethiopia and Ethiopians.  In the thick of it, the above mentioned 

party leaders surprisingly went back to Ethiopia.  It seemed they were advised by their 

benefactors, the architects of colour revolution, to put their differences aside and instead 

prioritise to unseat the democratically elected sitting government and assume power. This is a 

continuation of past colour revolutions including Portugal's Carnation Revolution (1974), 

Philippines Yellow Revolution (1986), former Yugoslavia's Bulldozer Revolution  (2000), 

Georgia's Rose Revolution (2003), Iran's Green Revolution (2009-2010), Egypt's Lotus 

Revolution (2011), China's Jasmine Revolution (2011), Hong Kong's Umbrella Revolution 

(2014) and many others.  They knew the resolve of the Ethiopian people perfectly well so that 

they had to do it differently this time around.  This time, they had to be vicious and do what 

they did not do in the previous colour revolutions.  They destroyed and burnt industries, 

public institutions, hospitals and health centres, infrastructures including roads, fertilizer 

depots, harvests and crops on the land.  The list is long and includes killings of civilians and 

security officers.  By the way, the name for the "Blue Party" may have been carefully chosen 

to resemble that of Kuwait's Blue Revolution (2005).   

Back in Ethiopia, Dr Merara and Ato Yilikal found things contrary to what they expected.  

The riots culminated by the stroke of a pen on 10th of October 2016 and consequently all 

their hopes extinguished and Arat Kilo remained illusory to them.  But Merara wouldn't give 

up that easily.  When he saw the alliance with the Blue party did not work, he again broke the 

Emergency Law and left the country, this time, to Brussels to make an alliance with the 

fugitive Dr Berhanu that was brokered by another sworn enemy of Ethiopia, Ms Anna Gomez 

of the European Union.  Putting all his trust on this woman ('ሴት የላከው ሞት አይፈራም' 

እንዲሉ), he flew back to Addis Ababa where he was apprehended for breaking the 

Emergency Law.  How could he disregard and serially breaks the law of the country and 

aspire to be a leader?  Does this man have a mind left?  Really, his arrogance has no limits.  

Government has shown restraint and tolerated him so much and should be about the right 

time to exercise the full force of the law.  I can only say well done Ethiopia. 

The third category of parties is not that many.  The one that is visible and vocal is EDP who’s 

founding member and former party leader is Ato Ledetu Ayalew.  For most part of its 

existence, this party was considered to be a credible opposition in that it recognised the 

achievements and positive changes made by the government.  It also pinpointed government 

policies' shortcomings and provided alternatives to issues of vital national interests.  The 

charismatic Lidetu stood firm and was able to galvanise supporters and voters.  I thought he 

had the attributes of a rising star and considered him to be a potential contender.  That was 

then.  At present, he is not the leader of the party but is happy, as always, to comment and 

debate politics the Ethiopian way.  The tone of his debate is now difficult to follow and really 

hard to know where he stands.  He seems to have lost truck perhaps as a result of long wait.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnation_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People_Power_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overthrow_of_Slobodan_Milo%C5%A1evi%C4%87
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009%E2%80%9310_Iranian_election_protests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_Revolution_of_2011
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_Revolution_of_2011
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umbrella_Revolution
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He may have been influenced by fresh ideas while he was away from home as well.  At times 

some of his policies seem to be much of Merara's and Yibeltal's albeit in a different coating.   

For instance, he tells us that the Ethiopian people have demanded a change of government 

through the riots and that the latter must act quickly.  In effect what he is asking is that the 

government as a whole must succumb to the criminals (rioters), resign and hand over the 

power.  No way.  If so, Merara will be on his throat.   All will be on each other's throat.  This 

notion was also strongly raised by a business man who made success story under this 

government.  There was no substance behind his argument except perhaps he did so for fear 

of the large scale reform proposed including the investigation with respect to corruption, 

illicit and suspicious business deals.  

Excuse me; the Ethiopian people never demanded things like that. The demonstrations were 

initially peaceful and were directed at corruption, bad governance, nepotism and 

unemployment but were hijacked by the enemies of Ethiopia and used for riots and civil 

disobedience.  It should also be noted that there are close to 70 parties in Ethiopia.  Only 

three or so parties including Lidetu are, to my knowledge, the only that advocate the 

unconstitutional removal of the government.  The proposition coming from Gudina and 

Yilikal should sound familiar because they seem to work in unison with the enemies.  It 

surprised me, however, how Lidetu could come up with such a precarious, made up and 

disingenuous story.  It seems to me that his desire to gain few votes here and there has turned 

him to be two-faced and eventually lost sincerity.  Let us say the government resigns and 

takes the security forces with it leaving a power vacuum and security risk.  These three 

parties didn't give ways on how to proceed in the event the party resigns.  In the first place, 

they are the most undemocratic even within their respective parties.  This will only result in a 

disaster which I call political prostitution and dangerously security risk that would lead to 

never ending chaos.  .  Thank God, we have a confident government with thinking minds and 

we are in good hands not to be in that situation.  In any case, the constitution has put the 

mechanisms through which power shifts from one party to the other, and that is what the 

99.99% Ethiopians wanted to follow and absolutely not by way of illegal and unconstitutional 

means proposed by a bunch of power hungry individuals with excessive expectations.  I still 

believe Lidetu has the potential as long as he follows a steady course on the original core 

values with which EDP voters identify themselves and not scare them by walking them into 

muddy swamps.  

Again, Lidetu has made it a habit of demanding that the government should share power.  It 

seems he prefers to say what he wishes to be if the sharing would include him and not the 

reality.  In politics, I am afraid, nobody gives power.  Any power aspiring group can come to 

power in one of two ways; either through the barrel of a gun or at the ballot box.  To grab 

power through the use of arms is obscene, destructive, old fashioned, illegal and impossible 

in present Ethiopia.  The only way to grab power will be to get the blessing of voters at the 

ballot box on Election Day.  Where did he ever saw or heard for that matter an elected 

government shared power with the opposition that it defeated at the ballot box?  We never 

saw happen in the UK, France, Germany, Kenya, Sudan, etc.  The US president elect Donald 

Trump for certain is not going to share power with Mrs Clinton.  In fact, he wants to put her 
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in jail for the alleged crimes she committed let alone share power with her.  Name any 

country in the world, it never happened before and it will never happen in the future.  It 

doesn't happen anywhere, no way!!  But it is quite normal to form a government of minorities 

in the event that there is no clear winner at the ballot box.  Otherwise, what would be the 

point of election campaigns?  Lidetu, like the others, must campaign and win on an election 

day.  If he does not win one time, he should try the next time until he wins.  He and others 

should also work on their electability and have credible party programmes that will resonate 

with the voters.  The time he wins, his party will then be at liberty to govern on its own 

without the need to share power with any other party.  Lidetu also should get it that those 

who lost at the ballot box are brave enough to concede their defeat with grace.  So Lidetu 

needs to stop moaning and instead stand upright as he did during the time he was leading his 

party.   As I mentioned above, I still think he has the potential.   

Fallen Angels 

I was mesmerised to see how people took positions so quickly in the build up of events to the 

tumult.  These people are none other than Tigreans themselves.  Also, they are none other 

than veteran fighters.  As in any organisation, there were individuals that chose different 

approaches and strategies to the struggle waged by TPLF.  Dr. Aregawi Berhe was one of 

those who differed.  He was a founding member of the front who quickly built the military 

capacity of TPLF early on.  His contribution to the success of the struggle is still highly 

recognised.  When the fall out in ideologies was imminent, there were series of debates held 

in an attempt to reconcile differing ideas of the two groups in a civilised and democratic 

manner.  Aregawi and his supporters were very few in number but lost the debate.  In most 

circumstances, the triumphant group would have easily eliminated the other in order for the 

former to safeguard its security.  TPLF, true to its democratic values however, chose to wish 

them good luck and expelled them from its party.  It even provided them with financial 

compensation and gave them safe exit.  There are also other individuals that left the party and 

government either for personal reasons such as being frustrated for not given high profile 

positions, delayed promotions in the ranks and files, those that were flushed out because of 

inappropriate behaviour, corruption or for lack of discipline.  Now, when the going got 

tougher for EPRDF, they all lined up behind the sworn enemies of Ethiopia.  They became 

handy instruments for ESAT, the very toxic media outlet that is financed by its benefactors 

and Egypt and also organised and led by Eritrea.  Both named sworn enemies have, since 

long, been bent on dismembering Ethiopia.   

What led these former TPLF/EPRDF members to be willing to put up with ESAT, VOA and 

other evil minded groups?  It is not secret that ESAT and other toxic Diaspora have been 

waging media warfare against the Tigrean people for full 25 years.  The Tigreans as people 

have undeservingly been belittled insulted, ridiculed, targeted and their heroism, history and 

culture grabbed.  It was not long ago when Tamagn Beyene of ESAT proposed that the 95 

million non-Tigrean Ethiopians should wipe out the five million Tigreans.  So how can those 

Tigreans that are opposed to EPRDF let their own people to be ethnic cleansed?  What for?  

How come they are insensitive to the plight of the very people they fought for?  Don't they 

differentiate government and country?  Don't they understand who is behind ESAT and what 
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the end game would be if the renegade groups get their way?  I would have expected the 

former TPLF members to ferociously stand up and say no to the anti-Ethiopian in general and 

anti-Tigrean elements in particular 7/24 where ever they are.  Short of that, the best they 

could do is shut up or else they will be remembered as fallen angels only.   

The other remarkable event was when the former General Tsadkan came out of his hiding.  

Tsadkan is a war hero who stood tall and whose contribution during the struggle and also as a 

member of the EPRDF ruling party and government was significant.  He was there as a 

member of the provisional government at which time the constitution was ratified by the 

Ethiopian people through their representatives. He was then a cabinet member in the first 

elected government. So he should bare collective responsibilities for all enquires that may 

arise up to that point.  However, after having been silent for 16 years, he found a fertile 

ground in the tumult to position himself.  He came out with a bomb shell by which he bashed 

out the government.  He even dared to criticize the very constitution that the Ethiopian people 

and government to which he was a party drafted and endorsed.  He strongly suggested that 

the Ethiopian government should entertain the demand of OLF by honouring Article 39 of the 

constitution.   

The Ethiopian people know that OLF is a terrorist organisation.  As such they don't expect 

their government to negotiate with terrorist groups no matter what.  Besides, the great Oromo 

people are represented by OPDO that is in the government and doing its level best to bring 

significant improvements to the lives of its citizens.  Speaking of OLF, it is a party of one 

small Kelema wereda in Western Wolega.  It does not have and never had large support in the 

Oromia Kilil. It never fought a battle and never freed a tiny area in all its existence of almost 

50 years.  OLF is known not for its political maturity and substance but for its brutality, 

barbarism, burning civilians alive, massacre of innocent children and women and for being 

engaged in all sorts of terrorist activities.  Tsadkan knew very well that the Oromo people's 

demand under the leadership of OPDO is a united, inclusive and corruption-free Ethiopia 

where there is rule of law and good governance.  So, how can he suggest that the Ethiopian 

government give in to OLF's demands of exercising Article 39?   

His second surprise was his suggestion that the Ethiopian defence forces should go back to 

the barracks.  It seems to me that this suggestion has even wider implications.  The army 

going back to the barracks meant allowing lawlessness to spread even to other peaceful areas.  

It also meant giving the criminals permission to continue burning industries, schools, 

hospitals, shops, destroying infrastructure including roads, killing innocent people and 

member of the securities and many more atrocities.  If Tsadkan's proposal had materialised, 

for the defence forces to go back to the barracks would have incapacitated the government to 

lead and to uphold law and order.  Anarchy would have followed and under the 

circumstances, the government would have fallen.  Who knows, the first thing the moron 

rioters would have been to burn down the two palaces in the capital.  That would have been a 

fertile ground to trigger Article 39 and the fragmentation of Ethiopia, a perfect plan that OLF 

had dreamt off.  If Tsadkan was trying to facilitate for OLF, what was the connection and 

what would have been his take?  It is crystal clear that Egypt and Eritrea are the financiers 

and mentors of OLF.  It is also well known fact that the trio's (Egypt, Eritrea, OLF) design for 
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Ethiopia is total disintegration and nothing less.  It is not a secret; we have heard it from the 

OLF themselves.  Could any relationship be established between Tsadkan's proposal and that 

of the trio so as to make it a quartet?  Who knows if he is one of the fifth columnist?  I can't 

help it but saddened by his betrayal on his comrades and people that had trust on him.  To me 

he will always remain one of the heroes of the armed struggle but a fallen angel in matters of 

the Ethiopian internal polity.     

The Infamous NGOs - Human Rights Watch 

Ethiopia's image has been tarnished time and again by NGO's including the Human Rights 

Watch, International Rivers, Friends of Lake Turkana, No Water No Life, Survival 

International, etc.  They all have tirelessly tried to detract Ethiopia from its course on false 

premises.  Most importantly, they fought hard to stop the construction of Gilgel Gibe III 

hydroelectric power and lost miserably.  They and others like them needed to understand that 

if Ethiopia is determined to do what it needed to do, it is bound to happen and nobody can 

ever stop it. Speaking of HRW, I don't think Ethiopia should worry about what the former 

lectures around and wrights on the affairs of the latter as most of what it reports are lies and 

fabrications anyways.  Even if HRW finds some reasonable and genuine concerns, the 

organisation is known for putting things out of proportion at best and out of context at worst.  

Besides, if it really has concerns for human rights abuse, it needs to have fairness, 

professionalism, credibility and strong integrity.  It needs to make sure that its reports are 

supported by solid and verifiable evidences.  It also needs to stop being sentimental to false 

accusations by dissidents that are desperate to get recognition on fabricated information and 

false grounds.  Its record on Ethiopia is quite the contrary.  It almost seems to get satisfaction 

on producing false allegations and fabrications that are not worth mentioning here.   

As we speak, many US universities are being labelled as enemy agents because some of their 

scholars' and professors' political view differed from the main stream Neo-liberal school of 

thought.  This is obviously in direct contravention of Amendment 1 of their constitution, the 

very ideology they lecture the world to follow suit - freedom of thought and freedom of 

speech.  Open discussions of viewpoints by university and college students and teachers have 

now become increasingly difficult.  Scholars are not at liberty to express them intellectually 

unless they are in conformity with the mainstream agenda.   The ongoing riot against the 

University of California, Berkley, for allowing a speech undesired by some groups is an 

evidence of this.  Media outlets and journalists are shunned if they report the truth that 

contradicts the establishment's agenda.  Main media outlets are often bent on fake news and 

character assassination against everybody that come in the way of their interest.   

The professional lives of many whistleblowers that exposed institutions and individuals in 

senior positions that broke constitutional amendments and were involved in illegal activities 

have been shattered.  Some have even been held as criminals and served long prison 

sentences.  For example, Officer Chelsea Manning was sentenced to serve a whooping 35 

years prison sentence for leaking classified documents including war crime information to 

Wiki Leaks media outlet.  Chelsea's leak did not lead to the death of any US soldier or that 

sort except that it created huge public awareness into the illegal activities committed in their 
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name by the US Forces.  Was this sentence proportional to the crime committed?  The one 

good thing Nobel Prize Laureate President Barak Obama did at the last days of his presidency 

and for which he deserved praise was to commute Chelsea's sentence to seven years, 

although, he could have pardoned her instead.  I did not see any accusations, concerns or 

objections to all the above matters from HRW the way it does to unfounded and false 

allegations to poor countries like Ethiopia. 

We are constantly bombarded with the ideological propaganda that the US democracy is the 

mother of all democracies.  Excuse me!  How do you explain democracy when some 

members of its police force which is one of the most brutal police forces on the planet go 

around and shoot innocent unarmed blacks and yet the perpetrators don't face legal 

consequences for their actions?  Journalists covering the endless demonstrations in the 

aftermath of each deadly shooting were shunned and scuffled not to cover the scenes with the 

intent of hiding the rampant brutality of the police from public knowledge.  This happened in 

a country that prides itself as the mother of all democracies.  Also, how do you explain the 

legal system in some States that condemns children who are accused of serious crimes as if 

they were adults?   Juveniles and children are handed down hard prison sentences and are in 

castrated like nowhere else, which clearly is in violation of international law.  For instance, a 

man by the name Kenneth Young was apprehended in what looked to be minor armed hotel 

robbery when he was 14 years of age and given four consecutive life sentences without 

parole when he became 15 years old.  To my amusement, this guy neither committed murder 

nor carried a gun. There was no murder committed not even anybody injured.  It was his 

accomplice who was 24 years old at the time that was holding the gun yet was given only one 

life sentence.  What it all means is that the probability of Mr Young putting his foot outside 

prison is almost zero while his accomplice that led the rampage and received the light 

sentence may perhaps be free when he becomes 44 if the life sentence turns to 20 years 

(https://www.rt.com/shows/documentary/366425-us-imprisoned-children-resentencing/).   

There is also the case of a certain Mr James in the State of Colorado who was sentenced to 

3000 years for killing 12 people.  Obviously, this mass murderer deserved a harsh sentence.  

My concern here is the proportionality that the HRW uses to interfere in the legal systems of 

sovereign countries.  It is highly unlikely that a prisoner would celebrate his 100th year 

birthday in prison.  So, if we assume that Mr James gets to 100 years and was sentenced to 12 

life sentences without parole, then the total years he will remain in prison would be 120 

years.  The judges, however, sentenced him to 3000 years.  On the other hand, there was a 

case in Ethiopia where a sentence of 15 years was handed down to a person who savagely 

murdered his aunt and her daughter. Certainly, HRW may have a good reason to criticize 

Ethiopia for being harsh on the 15 years sentence and not on the 3000 years to Mr James. 

Not long ago, there were a series of peaceful protests by the inhabitants of the area in North 

Dakota against a corporation that was causing or likely to cause catastrophic environmental 

degradation and harm to agricultural production, drinking water and crops in general.  The 

second Amendment has given citizens democratic rights to protest, convey their messages 

and be heard on any social and community issues including this one.  However, the police 

had to brutally squash the crowd of protestors by using police dogs, throw concussions 
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canisters and grenades at them.  Many veterans that were angered by the inability of the 

government to stop the violence poured to the location from all over the US in support of the 

peacefully demonstrating Native American victims.  At the end of all this, there was one 

person dead and several injured.  The problem that seemed subdued has now resurfaced again 

since Mr Trump assumed office.  All this was and is taking place right under the watch of 

HRW whose head office is in New York.  Yet, I haven't seen any concerns raised by HRW to 

all the above against its own government.  This brings me to the conclusion that HRW's 

mandate is perhaps limited to poor developing countries only.  But what did HRW do in the 

US where there have been many other issues that were a concern of human rights abuse?   

 For instance, the elections in 2000 and 2016 have shown us that, US election can be 

as flawed as any other country.  News have been circulating that there were vote 

rigging and vote stealing in the November 2016 election.  Over two million illegal 

votes were alleged to have gone to one of the candidates with the hope of securing 

election but decisively lost.  Even voter suppression and the denial of voting rights 

were alleged to have been common practices in some constituencies.  Did HRW 

complain on such issues at the time?  

 According to former CIA agent Robert David Steel, Hillary Clinton stall 13 primaries 

from Bernie Sanders using electronic ballot tampering that helped her win the 

primaries for the Democrats.  He also talked about the pervasive bribery and 

blackmailing in the US polity ((https://www.rt.com/shows/watching-the-

hawks/374857-womens-march-cia-trump/).  Did HRW raise this issue as a matter of 

concern?   

 Main media lost its neutrality and instead gave total support to the one it wanted to 

win while ridiculing and demeaning the other.  It even associated the other contender 

as collaborator with a certain perceived enemy state.  I looked at HRW website 

hoping that it would have raised concerns on the illegal media and journalistic 

neutrality breach but nowhere to be found.   

 As I mentioned above, we all remember that 2016 was marred by police shootings on 

innocent black youth.  What was worst was that the perpetrators were never held 

responsible for their deeds.  The community where the incidents took place were 

betrayed twice - first by the police core and second by the office of prosecution and 

the courts.  I expected HRW would strongly come up with a report condemning the 

methods used by the police, the office of prosecution, the judges and also demanding 

scrutiny on these matters. On a positive note, I saw in HRW website an article that 

looked as a news piece on the police brutality but apparently nothing on the illegality 

and legal deficiency perhaps arising from race issues.  

 About three years ago, there was a peaceful demonstration against Wall Street and the 

banks that caused world financial meltdown.  The Wall Street demonstrations lasted 

many weeks and was finally brutally dispersed with many arrests, injured and one 

dead.  Again I haven't seen any concerns raised by HRW on this issue.   

 In the recent President Trump's presidential inauguration, there were demonstrations 

against the president elect where six journalists were arrested under felony rioting 

charges that risked imprisonment up to 10 years.  Here is a nation that considers 
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freedom of press as a corner stone of its democracy, yet criminalises journalists on the 

allegations that they were on the side of the protesters even when they were doing 

their journalistic coverage.  Some have been released since then but it seems the law 

may have been breached yet I haven't seen any condemnation from HRW on the 

subject.   

 

Cont’d…. 


