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Citizenship, identity and linguistic and cultural diversity 

in a globalized world 

 

Mr. Abdelwahad RADI, The President of the Inter-Parliamentary 

Honorable, Noël A. Kinsella ,Speaker of the Senate of Canada 

 Honorable, Andrew Scheer, Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada 

Your Excellency, ____________, President of the 127th IPU 

Assembly, 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to be here in beautiful Québec City, today at this 127th 

Assembly of the inter-Parliamentary Union and Related Meetings. I would like 

to thank the Government and the people of Canada, for their warm welcome 

and hospitality. Thank you for this opportunity to take the floor to address a 

question that is of the utmost importance, especially for the many multiethnic 

countries of the world. 

Excellencies, dear Colleagues, 

Before I address this topic, I would like to take the liberty of thanking you for 

all the expressions of condolences Ethiopia received upon the untimely 

passing of our late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. Meles’ death is a great loss 

for the country, and to remember him, let me quote from what he  was said 

concerning diversity and Citizenship:  
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in a globalized world 

 

“The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia embraces our 

diversity. The Constitution has played a critical role in strengthening our unity 

for enhanced development endeavors at both national and local levels. It has 

enabled us to overcome past adverse political legacies; it has changed the 

course of Ethiopian history; and, helped us gather momentum to leapfrog our 

development activities with all our resources, attention and strength. The 

implementation of sound policies and strategies has brought about enormous 

development undertakings with the active participation of our people and from 

which every citizen is benefiting according to their contribution. 

 

All in all, our constitution has fostered peaceful coexistence and harmony, 

cooperation and respect. Our commitment for accommodating our diversity is 

established on solid grounds and has been the primary factor enabling us  to 

uphold the peace and implement good governance ---  with the objective of 

becoming a Developmental State.” 

Excellences, dear colleagues, 

I am addressing this assembly today because we in Ethiopia have important 

experiences to share regarding today’s topic. We are home to 75 ethnic groups 

speaking as many languages and following numerous religions. In the past, 

governments have tried to assimilate and later to suppress our people under 

the slogan “one nation, one language, one religion”. This attempt, however, led 

to conflict, war and economic decline. 

The Constitution of federal democratic republic of Ethiopia addresses the 

question of freedom by granting not only the right to self-determination but It 

is also based on the idea that previously independent nations would come 

together to establish the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia on  their 

free will and based on  cultural, linguistic or religious homogeneity. 
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This leads me to address the distinct nature  of citizenship and nationhood. 

Citizenship and nationhood are not necessarily the same. In Ethiopia, we have 

various constellations: 

We have Ethiopian citizens who belong to one of the 75 Nations, Nationalities 

and Peoples. We also have non-Ethiopian citizens living in Ethiopia and 

abroad who are, nonetheless, part of  these Nations, Nationalities and Peoples. 

All of them are united through the concept of having a bond to their home 

country and to one of the Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples, despite the fact 

that  some of them are also strongly linked to other countries.  

The constellations I just described also apply widely to  other nations, 

especially in this globalized world.  

The main question is: How should we as parliamentarians and governments 

react to this and how can we be proactive in order to help people feel 

comfortable with their identity and to take advantage of the opportunities 

globalization offers? Let me share some experiences from my own country. 

Dear Colleagues, 

The Ethiopian Constitution contains a number of provisions dealing with the 

question of citizenship, nationhood and self-determination on a cultural and 

political level.  

On the political level, we have opted for a federal system granting the nations, 

nationalities and peoples  wide ranges of power regarding their own 

governance. The constitution grants full rights to self-determination including 

the right to secede from either the regional government or the federal state of 

Ethiopia-- if this should be regarded as necessary. The right to self-

determination is the founding principle of our federation and enables us to 

live together peacefully and equitably. 
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Thus coming back to the question of citizenship and nationhood, the federal 

government is responsible for questions regarding citizenship. Nationhood 

and self-determination are, however, mandates of the Nations, Nationalities 

and Peoples implemented through their respective representative organs at 

the local, regional and federal  level. 

Excellences, Dear Colleagues, 

In Ethiopia we have now 21 years of experience in granting and ensuring 

individual and group rights including the right to full self-determination. This 

has brought peace. Stability and continuous growth in our economy in a very 

paradigm shift. 

In other words, Ethiopians speak numerous languages, enjoy being taught in 

their mother tongue during primary education, and are proud to be Ethiopian 

citizens of Oromia, Tigray, Amhara, Somali, Wolayta or any other nationality. 

Yet they are all Ethiopians united and coexisting in peace and prosperity. 

Furthermore the issue of diversity and citizenship is also expressed in various 

forms of institutional and human capital where the rights of citizens are being 

exercised at the grass root level in line with peoples’ interests. At the regional 

level we have  9 regional councils and two city administration councils. At the 

local level we have over 700 district councils, and some 34,000 county(kebele) 

councils   These institutions play a very critical role in ensuring direct 

democratic participation of citizens enabling them to make decisions relevant 

to  their own interests. To develop human capital and address particular 

sectoral concerns of society, citizens are also organized in various forms of 

interest groups such as the youth, women’s associations, and other 

professional associations of different sectoral interests. 
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Today we have a government that includes all nations, nationalities and 

peoples and believers of all religions. The distribution of power across the 

federal, regional and local levels has led to an inclusive decision-making and 

policy implementation process enabling all parts of the country to participate 

and to develop in a sustainable and equitable way. 

 Together we have been achieving double-digit growth rates for many years 

now. We also enjoy peace and democracy through our inclusive and 

participatory approach. Last but not least the smooth transition of power after 

death of our late Prime Minister shows that diversity with regards to ethnicity 

and religion is not a challenge but an asset for Ethiopia. 

Excellencies, dear Colleagues, 

I think the Ethiopian model might be something worth considering regarding 

experience on citizenship, identity, linguistic and cultural diversity. Therefore 

we are always   kin to learn from others experience and to share for those who 

are interested to learn about our model of federalism and governance.                          

I thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 

 


