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Petition to remind Ms. Anna Gomez that Ethiopia is a 

sovereign state and its people the ultimate source of power: 

 

We, the undersigned Ethiopians from across the world and Friends of Ethiopia 

categorically denounce the disgraceful moves by Ms. Anna Gomes to tabling a 

resolution in the European Parliament against the Ethiopian government in an apparent 

reaction to the detention of Dr. Merara Gudina. Ms. Gomes claimed the apparent reason 

for his arrest was “participation in a hearing at the EU parliament, which I hosted, and 

where he sat next to Dr. Berhanu Nega—who is considered a “terrorist by the Ethiopian 

government.” In a letter to Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the EU for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, on December 1, 2016, Ms. Gomes also said” It’s 

unacceptable that Dr. Merera was detained upon arrival in Ethiopia, and his arrest 

demonstrates the government’s absolute disregard for human rights, namely freedom 

of speech.”  

It does nothing of the kind. Dr. Merera Gudina was arrested because he deliberately 

and knowingly broke the law. His arrest had nothing to do with politics. Two months 

ago, the Government of Ethiopia was forced to declare a state of emergency following 

recent unrest, encouraged from abroad, which posed a direct threat to the country’s 

peace and security. Ethiopia is a sovereign state and the state of emergency was 

established under the Constitution. The Secretariat of the Command Post responsible 

for overseeing the state of emergency clearly stated this offered no threat to opposition 

party members and their activities. In implementing it, the government reached a 

consensus with members of the opposition on its scope and extent.  

The directive to implement the state of emergency clearly stated that meeting with 

individuals or organizations proscribed by the Ethiopian Parliament as terrorists was 

prohibited. In Brussels, on November 7-9, Dr. Merara met and held discussions with Dr. 
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Berhanu Nega, the head of Ginbot-7, an organization that has been designated a 

terrorist organization by the Ethiopian Parliament, following its attempts to overthrow 

the government by terrorism and violence. The EU delegation in Addis Ababa, which 

clearly distanced itself from this organization at the beginning of December, is well 

aware of this.   

Dr. Merara openly ignored this legal requirement. Other opposition leaders, including 

Ethiopia’s former President, Dr. Negaso Gidada, refused to accept Ms. Gomes’ 

invitation, well aware that it was intended to encourage the breaking of the law. Dr. 

Merara, however, despite being the leader of a political party, deliberately refused to 

respect the law. 

It is clear Ms. Gomes organized this meeting in Brussels in her personal capacity to 

continue her repeated efforts to interfere in Ethiopian politics. Ms. Gomes can hardly 

claim to defend democracy and democratization in Ethiopia, as she claims, when she 

openly supports a known terrorist organization and ignores government efforts to 

implement democratic reforms in wake of recent unrest.  

We, the undersigned, therefore, call on Ms. Gomes to withdraw her inaccurate and 

invented complaints over the arrest of Dr. Merara.  

We call upon her withdraw unsubstantiated claims, gross exaggerations and outright 

lies.  

We call upon the European Parliament to ignore Ms. Gomes’ deliberate efforts to 

subvert the laws of Ethiopia and to provide support for opposition elements openly 

dedicated to violence and the overthrow of the Government of Ethiopia. 

Sign  on this petition. 

Name:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Address:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Email:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Mail to: manfred.weber@europarl.europa.eu, 

 cristiandan.preda@europarl.europa.eu, 
 gianni.pittella@europarl.europa.eu, 
 richard.howitt@europarl.europa.eu, 
 syed.kamall@europarl.europa.eu, 
 charles.tannock@europarl.europa.eu, 
 elena.valenciano@europarl.europa.eu, 
 norbert.neuser@europarl.europa.eu, 
 pierantonio.panzeri@europarl.europa.eu 
anamaria.gomes@ep.europa.eu 
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