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American's 4th Largest City, Houston Texas 
Salutes Ethiopia

“Ethiopian New Millennium Tourism, Culture and Trade 
Image Building festival”

E t h i o- Am e r i c a n  T r a d e  &  I n v e s t m e n t  Coun c i l  wi t h  t h e  

sup p o r t  o f  E t h i o p i a n  M i n i s t e r  o f  Cu l t u r e  and  To u r i s m ,  o f  

t h e  Fe d e r a l  Dem o c r a t i c  Rep u b l i c  o f  E t h i o p i a ,  t h e  

Em b a s s y  o f  E t h i o p i a  in  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.,  E t h i o p i a n  



A i r l i n e s ,  A d d i s  A b a b a  Cham b e r  o f  Comm e r c e  an d  t h e  

Ho u s t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Fe s t i v a l ,  is  o r g a n i z i n g  “Ethiopian 
New Millennium Tourism, Culture and Trade Image Building festival” in  
Ho u s t o n  T e x a s ,  sc h e d u l e  t o  t a k e  pla c e  on  Ap r i l  19 t h  an d  

t h e  20 t h  an d  Ap r i l  26 t h  and  27 t h , 200 8.

T h i s  ann u a l  Ho u s t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Fe s t i v a l  is  a  mas s i v e  

ou t d o o r  ev e n t s  ce l e b r a t i o n ,  s t r e t c h i n g  ac r o s s  16  ac r e s  o f  

Ho u s t o n  dow n t o w n  pa r k s  an d  s t r e e t s .  Pr o j e c t e d  

a t t e n d a n c e  is  es t i m a t e d  t o  be  a r o u n d  425 , 0 0 0  vis i t s  

annu a l l y  an d  ove r  $  7 .9  mi l l i o n  U S D  is  gen e r a t e d  in  t r a d e  

ad v e r t i s i n g  an d  pu b l i c i t y .   T h e  Fe s t i v a l ’ s  dem o g r a p h i c s  

in c l u d e  h i g h- ra n k i n g  gov e r n m e n t  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  bu s i n e s s  

lea d e r s  an d  gen e r a l  pu b l i c  f r o m  Te x a s  an d  su r r o u n d i n g  

S t a t e s .

T h i s  yea r ’ s  I f e s t  200 8  “ou t  o f  A f r i c a  Sp o t l i g h t i n g  

E t h i o p i a ”  wi l l  sh o w c a s e  da z z l i n g  va r i e t y  o f  E t h i o p i a n ’ s  

a r t s  and  c r a f t s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e x t i l e  an d  ga r m e n t ,  

E t h i o p i a n  f r e s h  cup f l o w e r ,  E t h i o p i a  as  t h e  b i r t h  pla c e  o f  

Co f f e e  an d  E t h i o p i a n  de s i g n e r s  f a s h i o n  sho w s .  I t  wi l l  

in c l u d e  als o  a  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  liv i n g  Mu s e u m  f e a t u r i n g  

cu l t u r a l  dan c e  pe r f o r m a n c e  ven u e s  o f  E t h i o p i a n  Na t i o n a l  

T h e a t e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f e s t i v a l  si t e .  T h e  f e s t i v a l  is  als o  

p r o p e r l y  s t r u c t u r e d  an d  de s i g n s  t o  c r a t e  opp o r t u n i t y  t o  

E t h i o p i a n  pa r t i c i p a n t s  t o  in t r o d u c e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  an d  

cl o s e l y  un d e r s t a n d  t o  be  com p e t i t i v e  in  t h e  US  ma r k e t .

I t  is  wi t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  E t h i o- Am e r i c a n  T r a d e  an d  

I n v e s t m e n t  cou n c i l  in v i t e  E t h i o p i a n  me r c h a n t s  an d  



p r i v a t e  and  pu b l i c  bu s i n e s s  se c t o r s  t o  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  t h i s  

un i q u e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l .   T he  E t h i o- Am e r i c a n  T r a d e  

&  I n v e s t m e n t  Coun c i l  is  a  non- p r o f i t ,  non- pa r t i s a n ,  t a x-

e x e m p t  mem b e r s h i p  o r g a n i z a t i o n  de d i c a t e d  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t r a d e  &  inv e s t m e n t  

be t w e e n  E t h i o p i a  an d  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  Am e r i c a .  Fo r  t h e  

pas t  f i f t e e n  yea r s ,  EA T I C  has  pla y e d  an  ac t i v e  r o l e  in  

ge t t i n g  t h e  wo r d  ou t  t o  man y  Am e r i c a n  bu s i n e s s  

comm u n i t i e s  t o  vi e w  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  inv e s t m e n t  and  

t o u r i s m  opp o r t u n i t y  f i r s t  han d .  
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