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a9 Naa- 10c;; “Of course everybody's thinking evolves over time. Only dead people cease
learning, and I am not certified dead yet. So I am still learning. Over the years I've come to
recognize that democratization in Ethiopia is not just a matter of choice. It's a matter of national
survival. I am deeply convinced that we either democratize and have a good chance of surviving,
or if we fail to do so, we disintegrate. That is a significant evolution in my thinking. I know more
now than I did in the past about the process of democratization. I know more about the pitfalls...”
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“....We must come up with a new definition of development and modern education . Instead
of defining modernization as the process by which we detach our thought and will from our roots
and traditions so as become civilized like westerners, we must redirect it toward the task of
developing Ethiopianism. Technological and scientific advances of the west will serve as
inspiration in the sacred of bringing to reality the potentials of our legacy.

And the best way to revise modern education is through the revival of the tradition that
enabled Ethiopia to survive and preserve its independence for so long. We will get out of
dependent thinking when we center ourselves in such a way that the West descends from the
status of a model to that of particular experience from which we can learn many things without
however being decentered and losing our perspective. The revival of tradition is how we center
ourselves so as to develop a purely pragmatic relation with the West instead of endorsing its
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