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  11469 hatfield 0028 

Ethiopian Embassy in 
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https://twitter.com/ethiopia
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https://www.spreaker.com/
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Welcome to our newsletter 

Our regular newsletters - “Issues in Brief” - are an easy way to 

keep up-to-date with our new developments and interesting 

happenings in Ethiopia. It contains insightful news pieces, and 

keeps you informed of all our upcoming events and activities so 

you never miss out. 
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Resignation is one of 

the most under-

discussed leadership 

topics. Why? 

Someday, at some 

point, leaders think 

about leaving top 

offices. 

“I want to be part 

of the solution” 

In a broadcast on state 

television, 

Hailemariam said he 

had worked hard to 

solve the problems in 

Ethiopia, but that he 

believed his resignatio

n was also part of the 

solution. 

“My decision is to be 

part of the ongoing 

reform programmes,” 

Hailemariam said, 

according to Fana 

Broadcasting Corpora

te. 

 

 

The government in 

recent months  

released more than 

6,500 detained 

opposition figures, 

journalists and others 

after the prime 

minister in an 

unexpected 

announcement in 

January said he 

wanted to “widen the 

democratic space for 

all”.  

 

The resignation of PM 

and release of Prisoners 

are viewed by many 

that the EPRDF has 

recognized the need for 

an urgent political 

reform to cope with the 

increasing discontent 

within the country’s 

social and political 

components. 

The EPRDF is 

currently holding 

extensive discussions 

to choose a successor. 

 

    

RESIGNATION IS TO SMOOTH PATH FOR POLITICAL REFORM 
 

 

Mr Hailemariam, an academician-turned-politician, has led Ethiopia since 

2012 after the death of former Prime minister  Meles Zenawi. He also served 

as deputy prime minister and foreign minister under the former leader before 

assuming power. He also was elected chairman of the African Union in 2013. 
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The Ethio-South Africa 

Senior Officials meeting 

held in Pretoria 

   

Senior Officials of the Ethio-South Africa 

Joint Ministerial Commission held their 

5th meeting on Monday and Tuesday  

this month  (March 5 and 6) in Pretoria .  

 

The aim of the meeting was to review and 

evaluate all areas of mutual cooperation to 

further strengthen existing cordial relations, 

and prepare the ground for the next Joint 

Ministerial Meeting. The meeting was co-

chaired by Mr EX Makaya, Deputy Director-

General at the Department of International 

Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO) of the 

Republic of south Africa  and Mr. Ayele 

Lire, Director-General for Africa in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia . 

 

Opening the meeting Mr. Ayele Lire, Director General 

for African affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

noted that Ethiopia’s relation with South Africa have 

always been close and strategic. Mr Ayelie recall the 

strong coordination of positions between South Africa 

and Ethiopia in the informal group in the so called G4( 

that includes South Africa, Ethiopia, Nigeria and 

Algeria). He Expressed Ethiopian interest to revitalize 

this group and work towards the realization of the  

national and continental goal to end poverty, 

inequality and mal-administration in Africa.  

 

Mr EX Makaya, Deputy Director-General at the 

Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (DIRCO) of the Republic of south 

Africa emphasised that all outstanding agreements 

and MoUs need to be finalised and that there was a 

fervent need for the implementation of all the signed 

ones.   
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The two days meeting took stock of the 

progress made, assessed  challenges on 

the implementation of various 

cooperation agreements and MoUs and 

found  creative and practical steps in 

consolidating mutual cooperation 

between the two countries.    

In this regards, they highlighted that 

there are many areas of focus that need 

to be looked at, including in the 

economic, social and cultural spheres.  

More importantly, they have agreed that 

both countries need to foster people-to-

people cooperation.   

Ethiopia and South Africa have long 

standing relations that date back to the 

period of anti colonialism and apartheid 

movement of the people of South Africa. 

Further strengthening their ties and 

provide them with opportunities to 

further reinforce their  historic relations. 
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Ethiopia Declares State Of 

Emergency to restore law and 

order 

“We have reached a stage where, in a country 

with laws, all sorts of illegal acts including 

land seizure were being committed unabated,” 

said Getachew Ambaye, the attorney general.“ 

Emergency rule became necessary for 

stability.” 

Ethiopian lawmakers have approved the state of 

emergency announced by the government last 

month to control unlawful acts observed in 

various parts of the country. 

The parliamentarians passed legislation to keep 

the emergency in place for six months, with the 

possibility of extending it for a further three 

months. 

The measure passed with 395 members of 

parliament voting for it, 88 against and seven 

abstentions.  

"Recent developments in various parts of the 

country have indicated that citizens' rights were 

curbed and even the free movement of people 

was jeopardized. Ethnic-based violence was on 

the rise in some areas," said Prosecutor General 

Getachew Ambaye. "The state of emergency is 

needed to safeguard constitutionally guaranteed 

rights." 

 

Following   the approval of the measure by  

MPs, the command post established to oversee 

the new state of emergency and subsequently  

issued the details of how it work.  

In his press briefing, Secretariat of the Command 

Post and Minister of Defense, Siraj Fegessa, 

announced details of prohibited actions and 

measures to be taken against anyone if found 

violating the directives. 

 

 

 

 

Other than banning protests and publications 

inciting violence, the state of emergency seeks to 

outlaw the following: 

 The State of Emergency forbids any action in 

breach of the constitution and constitutional 

order, or activities that erode tolerance and 

unity of the people as well as having link 

with and providing support for terrorist 

organizations. 
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 It also forbids hindering teaching 

learning process at schools, strike at 

sport fields, violence inciting actions, 

hindering distributions of basic goods 

as well as obstructing cultural, public 

and religious festivals. It also forbids 

promoting political agendas. 

 Possessing firearms at public areas or 

transferring firearms to a third party as 

well as providing support to activities 

which affect the peace and wellbeing 

of the people are also prohibited by the 

State of Emergency. 

 The decree also prohibits issuing 

statements on security matters without 

the permission of the Command Post, 

distributing erroneous and 

information which contradict with the 

law and the directives issued by the 

Command Post. 

 It also forbids carrying weapons in 

unauthorized regions. 

 The State of Emergency also prohibits 

movement of any individual around 

infrastructures, investment areas and 

other related places within the time 

put under curfew by the Command 

Post. 

 

 

 Security officers are authorized to take 

measure against an individual if found in 

breach of the curfew. 
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With the unwavering support of the public, the construction 

of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) has now 

seen over 64 percent completions. The construction also 

paves the way for cooperation among the Nile Riparian 

States. Such project and cooperation in the Nile Basin was 

long perceived impossible. And contemporary Ethiopians 

have once again pioneered in self-financing huge projects 

and drawing the riparian countries to a single table for their 

common cause. Past Ethiopian generation hand down the 

spirit of unity and territorial integrity to the current ones, 

while setting the examples to the people of Africa and the 

entire black community as it is possible to unshackle 

themselves from all forms of oppression.  

In addition to the acute financial problem, any development 

using the waters of Nile had been deemed the source of 

confrontation. But, that sentiment has been utterly 

overturned. History is now in the making at Guba town in 

Benishangul Gumuz State. 

"Apart from making financial contributions to the project, 

more than 260,000 people visited the project since its 

launching; Council's Communication Directorate Director 

Hailu Abraham told the Ethiopian Herald. 

When coming to full operation, GERD will 

interconnect the Horn of Africa and beyond through 

power. This is not a mere claim, Ethiopia's hydro-

power has been benefiting Djibouti, and Sudan while 

a high tension power transmission cable's 

construction is under way to supply Kenya with 

hydro-power. 

Since GERD inception, the cooperation has garnered 

new mementum. The hard negotiated River Nile 

Cooperative Framework of Agreement has been 

ratiffied by seven signatories. The parliaments of 

three of the signatories -Ethiopia, Rwanda and 

Tanzania--have already passed the document. 

Ethiopia and Ethiopians are on the right 

track of development. And this 

development is a matter of survival. 

Hence, the move would not, by any 

means, be backpedaled. This move is, of 

course, witout posing significant harm to 

the basin states, but with intentions to 

bring about significant benefits to them--

as has been scientifically proven. 

GERD - History in the Making 



9 Ethiopian embassy in Pretoria ,SA | www.ethioembassy.org.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second International Agro-industry 

Investment Forum took place from 5 to 8 March 

2018 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The objective of the forum was to highlight 

Ethiopia’s favourable investment climate in 

agro-industry and allied sectors, promote 

specific investment opportunities and facilitate 

business linkages. 

Around 3,000 participants from the public and 

business sector were joined the forum, 

including representatives of the Government of 

Ethiopia, current investors, national and 

international financial institutions, domestic 

and international enterprises, industry 

associations and international organizations. 

Ethiopia has one of the fastest non-oil-

producing growing economies in the world, 

with agro-processing at its centre.  

Ethiopia is quickly becoming a prime 

investment destination. Increased market 

liberalization and public investments in 

infrastructure projects, such as roads, railways 

and power generation, continue to drive 

economic growth. In addition, recent 

government reforms and incentives have 

unlocked new investment and business 

opportunities, with a special focus on the 

industrial sector. 

As part of the country’s Growth and 

Transformation Plan, the Government has 

identified the development of labour-intensive light 

manufacturing and industrial parks as priorities for 

accelerating industrialization. Recently established 

state-of-the-art industrial parks provide high 

quality industrial infrastructure for enterprises, 

with additional such parks under development.  As 

a result, many major international companies have 

opened factories in Ethiopia in sectors such as 

textiles and garments, leather and leather products, 

and food and beverages, a trend expected to 

continue. Did you miss participating on the forum; 

here are some tips for you  

Ethiopia offers a favourable investment climate, 

including:  

 A stable political and economic environment;  

 Attractive investment incentives and a 

conducive business environment;  

 An abundant labour force;  

 A large and diversified natural resource base; 

 Cheap and reliable energy access;  

 Solid trade and transport infrastructure;  

 Access to regional and international markets;  

 Openness to trade; and  

 A large internal market, with the second largest 

population in Africa and a rapidly growing 

middle class. 

 

 

Addis Abeba : Hosting  International Agro-industry Investment Forum  
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U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

“Ethiopia plays a critical role in leadership in the 

region and throughout the continent” 

Former U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

recently visited Ethiopia where he affirmed that 

United States and Ethiopia are "longstanding 

partners." 

 

 

 

"We firmly believe that democratic reform, 

economic growth, and lasting stability are 

best addressed through an inclusive political 

process, " said Mr. Tillerson on a joint press 

conference .   

 

He also urged the Ethiopian people to remain 

patient and support the government through the 

transition. Democracy, cautioned Secretary 

Tillerson, "takes time and effort. Democracy is not 

easy. It takes a lot of work. But [by] staying with it, 

lasting change will come about. 

Ethiopia plays a critical role in leadership in 

the region and throughout the continent as the 

largest contributor to UN peacekeeping 

operations in Somalia, Sudan and South 

Sudan.  

Moreover, Ethiopia’s influence in supporting 

the security of Somalia and Djibouti are 

particularly important at this time to keep 

global commerce routes open. These routes 

through the Red Sea affect billions of people 

around the world in terms of their economic 

stability. 

The United States looks forward to working 

with Ethiopia and its people as they seek 

greater peace, democracy and prosperity. 

 

 

 

The visit of the foreign ministers of UAE, U.S, and Russia:  

Helped to discuss ways of further consolidating bilateral ties 
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Russia’s Foreign Minister visited 

Ethiopia 

Russia’s Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov, 

who was on a working visit to Ethiopia, 

met with Foreign Minister Dr. Workneh 

Gebeyehu  on 7  March,2018  . 

They have agreed to reinforce diplomatic 

and economic relations to heighten the 

level of their partnership. 

Foreign ministers of both countries 

discussed on a number of issues that 

would further bolster the over 120-year 

ties. 

Enhancing ties in the economic area 

including trade and investment as well 

as peace and security was among the 

agenda of the ministers. 

 

 

 

Underscoring the longstanding and 

multifarious relations between Ethiopia and 

Russia that spans 120 years, Dr. Workneh 

said, “Ethiopia will attach very strong feeling 

to cherish this historic relation with the 

people of Russia. 

With regards to the enrichment of nuclear 

energy in Ethiopia, Dr. Workneh, 

recapitulated the fact that the two countries 

have recently agreed to cooperate on the 

utilization of nuclear energy for development. 

He stressed that this endeavor is geared 

towards ensuring the energy security of the 

nation. 

Ethiopia and Russia are celebrating the 

establishment of 120th year of diplomatic 

relationship with several events and the visit of 

Russian Foreign Minister to Ethiopia was part of 

the celebrations. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DrWorkneh.Official/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/DrWorkneh.Official/?fref=mentions
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Foreign Minister’s, UAE Sheik Abdullah bin 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 

 visit in Ethiopia   

Foreign Minister Dr. Workneh Gebeyehu 

received Sheik Abdullah bin Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International Cooperation of 

the UAE  on 7th March 2018 and the two 

ministers jointly addressed the 2nd Ethio-

UAE Joint Ministerial Commission, during 

which the signing of MoU on Political 

Consultations was concluded. 

Speaking about the visit by UAE Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, Workneh said is 

successful in that they reached consensus to 

strength economic and diplomatic ties. 

The two sides have discussed and agreed the 

need to work for the protection of the rights 

and dignity of Ethiopian workers in UAE. 

They are working to conclude the labor 

agreement. 

They also discussed ways of consolidating 

cooperation in trade and investment by 

encouraging more UAE investment in 

Ethiopia.  

 

Some 98 UAE projects with a combined capital of 

10 billion USD are being underway in Ethiopia. 

On the occasion, Dr. Workneh noted that a new 

dynamism in strengthening cooperation have been 

witnessed since the two countries established a 

formal diplomatic relationship in 1973. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn, 

has also received the UAE’s Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International Cooperation, H.H. Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan in his office.  

Sheikh Abdullah recall  the PM that the UAE has 

strong and solid relations with Ethiopia, 

highlighting the keenness of both countries’ 

leaderships to further develop them and boost 

aspects of joint cooperation. 

The meeting, was held in the framework of Sheikh 

Abdullah’s official visit to Ethiopia, touched on 

bilateral relations and joint cooperation in various 

areas, especially in the economic, trade, cultural, 

tourism and social sectors. 
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 Visit of Foreign Ministers Diplomatic Victory for 

Ethiopia: Minister 

 

The visit of the foreign ministers of UAE, U.S, 

and Russia is a diplomatic victory for Ethiopia, 

Foreign Minister Workneh Gebeyehu said. 

In his presser, Workneh said the month can be 

considered as historic that ensures diplomatic 

victory as it helped to discuss ways of further 

consolidating bilateral ties with each country. 

He said the visit of the three foreign ministers 

does not connect with the current situation 

rather it is a scheduled program aimed at 

discussing on bilateral cooperation. 

“The visit of the three foreign 

ministers does not connect with 

the current situation” 

 

He indicated that the visit is recognition for 

Ethiopia’s role in the region, the continent and 

global peace and stability efforts. 

 

The visit of the U.S Foreign Minister Rex 

Tillerson displayed the strong desire from 

that side to enhance in partnership. 

Agreements have been reached to improve 

partnership and cooperation particularly in 

economic sphere. 

Similarly, the discussion with the Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was 

concerned on strengthening the relationship 

established 120 years ago, he added. 

Ethiopia’s relation with Russia is not 

ideological but depends on mutual interests 

that can benefit the peoples of both 

countries, Workneh added. 

Agreement was also reached with the 

Russian Minister to further strength the ties 

in the economic sector particularly trade, 

investment and energy. 

 

Speaking about the visit by UAE Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, Workneh said is 

successful in that they reached consensus 

to strength economic and diplomatic ties. 

The two sides have discussed and agreed 

the need to work for the protection of the 

rights and dignity of Ethiopian workers 

in UAE. They are working to conclude 

the labor agreement. 

They also discussed ways of 

consolidating cooperation in trade and 

investment by encouraging more UAE 

investment in Ethiopia. Some 98 UAE 

projects with a combined capital of 10 

billion USD are being underway in 

Ethiopia. 
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Ethiopian Airlines wins African 

leadership excellence award 

Ethiopian Airlines has won the African 

Leadership Excellence Award in Aviation for its 

outstanding contribution to the development 

and transformation of Africa’s image in the 

international market.  

The airline was honoured recently in Lagos 

during the annual award organised by African 

Institute for Leadership Excellence.  

Speaking at the ceremony, the Chairman of the 

General Committee of the institute, Dr Stanley 

Ohemhen said Ethiopian Airlines ‘ outstanding 

records as a pan Africa airlines building 

seamless connectivity for the African aviation 

space among other excellent leadership 

performance within the continent. 

The General Manager, Nigeria Ethiopian 

Airline, Mrs Firihiewot Mekonnen, who 

received the award, thanked the organisers for 

recognizing the contribution of the airlines to 

African aviation. 

“Ethiopian Airline is the new Spirit of Africa 

and we have been defending the interest of 

Africa for over 70 years ago. 

“Ethiopian Airlines the only Skytrax 4 star 

Airline in Africa is now flying to 5 

destinations in Nigeria; Lagos, Abuja, 

Kano, Kaduna and Enugu. Ethiopian 

Airlines uplifted the largest number of 

international passengers out of Nigeria in 

2017 according to analysis done by 

NCAA.” 
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Ethiopia Attracting Anchor Investors – Spokesperson 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Meles 

Alem said that Ethiopia becomes preferable 

foreign investors' destinations. 

 

 

 

In his regular briefing, Spokesperson Meles 

emphasized that the entrance of new anchor 

investors is ascribable to the country's 

successful economic diplomacy in the fiscal 

year. "72 anchor investors from abroad held 

pre-investment tour in the country and are on 

pre-investment implementation," he added. 

Agriculture,agro-processing, manufacturing, 

automotive industry, electric power 

generation, pharmaceuticals, mining, 

construction, service sectors, among others, 

are the leading sectors that the investors are 

joining, according to him. 

Anchor investors are those with a registered 

capital ranging from 500 million to one 

billion USD, he said. 

www.investethiopia.gov.et/investment-

opportunities/strategic-sectors/industry-zone-

development 

 

 

          Industry zones in Ethiopia  

It is assured that a total of 158 overseas anchor investors 

are licensed and joined investment in the country within 

the past six months in which 99 are Asian and Indonesian, 

23 European, 12 Middle East, 13 African and 12 US, he 

noted. 
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Neighbourhood News  

Ethiopia, Sudan Negotiate Pact for 1,000MW 

Electric Export 

Ethiopia and Sudan are negotiating a 

bilateral agreement for the installation of the 

second power interconnection line, which 

will enable Ethiopia to export 1,000MW of 

electric energy to Sudan. 

This deal could bring a 50 million dollar 

monthly revenue to the country generating 

35 million dollars from exporting electricity 

during the first half of the current fiscal 

year. In the last six months, Ethiopia earned 

a total of 1.23 billion dollars from exports in 

general. 

Last year the nation generated 73.4 million 

dollars exporting electricity to Djibouti, 

Sudan and Kenya. 

 

The first Ethio-Sudan Power Systems 

Interconnection, which was inaugurated in 

2013, runs for 321Km, connecting Gonder, 

Shehedi, and Metema with Gedaref State in 

eastern Sudan. Constructed with 35 million 

dollars, it has a transmission capacity of 

100MW of electric power. 

 

Ethiopia buys stake in Dubai-managed 

Somaliland port 

 

Dubai ports operator DP World has announced 

the government of Ethiopia’s acquisition of a 19 

per cent stake in Somaliland’s Port of Berbera. 

Under the deal, DP World will hold a 51 per 

cent stake in the venture, with Somaliland 

owning 30 per cent and Ethiopia the remaining 

19 per cent. 

The Dubai company is currently implementing a 

master plan at the port to add new facilities 

including an additional berth and cranes, which 

are scheduled to arrive later this year. 

“The agreement will help Ethiopia secure an 

additional logistical gateway for its ever-

increasing import and export trade driven by its 

growing population and economy,” said 

Ethiopian transport minister Ahmed Shide. 

“In addition, Ethiopian participation in the 

development of port of Berbera and the Berbera 

Corridor will help bring increased economic 

development and opportunity to the people of 

Somaliland.” 
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 IAAF World Indoor Championships 

Sport  

 

 

 
 

BIRMINGHAM 2018 – 1500m-3000m 

double for Genzebe Dibaba 

Samuel Tefera takes control of the 1500m at half 

way to wrap up another win for his country 

Yomif Kejelcha  IAAF World Indoor 

Championships 3000 Metres men Result 

IAAF World Indoor Champion 

Women’s 3000m medallists winner 

Genzebe Dibaba 

https://www.iaaf.org/athletes/athlete=283623

