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In recent weeks, an extraordinary set of meetings, 
ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÉÎÇ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁÎ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), have 
been taking place in Addis Ababa. The meetings, of 
both the Executive Committee and the Council of the 
Front, have spent the last few weeks deliberating on 
the current state of affairs in the country while 
appraising the progress of the ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÆÏÒÍ 
agenda. 

In light of the announcement of the resignation of 
former Prime Minister Hailemariam Dessalegn 
earlier this year, the election of a new chairperson 
to lead the Front was part of the agenda for the  

 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %02$&ȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ in the last week of 
March. Following the official acceptance of Mr 
$ÅÓÓÁÌÅÇÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 
Chairman was conducted in a fair, participatory, 
democratic and transparent manner in line with the 
&ÒÏÎÔȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓȢ !Ó ÁÎ 
ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÔÕÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ 
nascent democratic culture, candidates for the 
position were transparently nominated and 
rigorously appraised before voting was conducted 
by secret ballot. The Council, comprised of members 
from the four constituent parties of the Front, duly 
elected Dr Abiy Ahmed as the third Chairperson in 
ÔÈÅ &ÒÏÎÔȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 

Election of New Premier Represents Major 

.HKDRSNMD ENQ &SGHNOH@½R %DLocracy 

https://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/replenishing-ethiopias-renaissance/
https://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/replenishing-ethiopias-renaissance/
https://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/pm-hailemariam-to-step-down/
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Following this election, the Front, in accordance 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ $Ò !ÂÉÙ !ÈÍÅÄȭÓ 
candidacy for the post of Prime Minister to the 
House of Peoples Representatives (HoPR), which 
subsequently endorsed his appointment as the new 
Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic. 
This appointment, which represents a peaceful and 
constitutional transfer of power from one head of 
government to another, is a watershed moment in 
the history of Ethiopia. In this respect, the voluntary 
resignation of the former Prime Minister to enable 
the reform process cannot be underestimated! The 
actions of Mr Hailemariam Dessalegn are as 
unprecedented as they are praiseworthy - ushering 
ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ÅÒÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȢ 

 

Many regard the appointment of Dr Abiy Ahmed as 
ÁÎ ȰÁÈÁȦȱ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ɀ a golden opportunity for the 
ruling Front to find calibrated responses to the 
complex challenges facing the nation. By 
confronting these challenges with the fresh energy, 
perspective and approach offered in the election of 
a new leader, the Government can and will 
accelerate the pace of the comprehensive reforms 
being demanded by the public. 

As laid out in his inaugural speech, the new premier 
and his government will prioritise: the 
implementation of democratic reforms aimed at 
widening the political space for opposition parties 
and civil society; the encouragement of greater 
political participation among young people and the 
empowerment of women; the realisation of good 
governance and social justice across society; the 
offering of greater economic opportunities to the 
youth, ensuring its ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ 
development; the curbing of maladministration and 
corrupt practices at all levels; the improvement of 
the standard and quality of education ɀ the key to 

ÁÎÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙȠ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÄÅÅÐÅÒ 
engagement and participation by Ethiopians abroad 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȠ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
establishment of an environment conducive to the 
growth of more independent and free media.  

/Î ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÍÅ 
Minister committed his government to building on 
the constructive relations Ethiopia enjoys with all 
neighbouring countries ɀ thereby upholding the 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÌÏÎÇÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ 
collective goals and mutual benefits in the spirit of 
equality and partnership. He went on to affirm 
%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏȡ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅ 
and security and the acceleration of development in 
the Horn of Africa; the strengthening of the 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á ÖÏÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
the continent at the United Nations and other 
international organisations and fora. The Premier, 
finally, expressed the readiness of the Ethiopian 
Government to play its part in finding a peaceful and 
constructive resolution to the dispute with the State 
of Eritrea. 

 

With the peaceful transfer of power, Ethiopia has 
crossed yet another important threshold in its 
journey as a nascent constitutional democracy. The 
optimism and hope that has greeted the 
inauguration of the new Prime Minister, far from 
being misplaced or premature, is befitting the 
beginniÎÇ ÏÆ Á ÎÅ× ÅÒÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 
developmental story. Indeed, this is that rare 
ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÍÉÌÅÓÔÏÎÅȭ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÆÉÔÓ ÔÈÅ 
bill. 
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Close to 50 African Union Member States, including 
Ethiopia, signed the African Continental Free 
Trade Are a Agreement (AfCFTA), the Kigali 
Declaration  and the Free Movement Protocol , 
during the 10th Extraordinary Summit of the AU 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government held on 
21st March, in Kigali, Rwanda. 
 
The Summit, dedicated to the AfCFTA, was 
described by the African Union (AU) leaders and 
Decision makers, as an historic moment, marking a 
ÍÁÊÏÒ ÍÉÌÅÓÔÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÆÒÉÃÁ 7Å 
7ÁÎÔȱ ÁÓ ÅÎÓÈÒÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ !ÇÅÎÄÁ ςπφσȢ !Æ#&4! ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
the biggest free trade agreement since the 
establishment of the World Trade Organisation. 
The African leaders all expressed the willingness to 
facilitate intra -African trade by signing the three 
legally binding documents: 44 countries signed the 
AfCFTA agreement, 47 signed the Kigali Declaration 
and 30 signed the Free Movement Protocol. 
Ethiopia, represented by the Minister of Trade, 
H.E. Dr Bekele Bulado, signed the AfCFTA 
agreement and the Kigali Declaration.  

The Chairperson of the African Union (AU), H.E Paul 
+ÁÇÁÍÅȟ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ) ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ 
past and present, involved in bringing us to this 
point. We are reaping the rewards, of their 
ÆÏÒÅÓÉÇÈÔȢȱ 

The AU Chair said the signing will enhance the 
dignity and well-ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓȟ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȟ 
entrepreneurs, particularly women and youths, as it 
wi ll create more jobs, bring more investment and 

prosperity to the continent with the view of 
prioritizing the production of value-added goods 
ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ Ȱ-ÁÄÅ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȢ 

H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission (AUCɊȟ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ 
come here driven by the conviction that integration 
is not an option, but an imperative. To paraphrase 
Emperor Haile Selassie at the May 1963 Summit, the 
giant Africa cannot wake up if it remains 
ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄȣ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÆÕÌÆÉÌ ÔÈe 
aspiration of our peoples for integration and 
ÕÎÉÔÙȣ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÁÙ Á ÎÅ× ÍÉÌÅÓÔÏÎÅȟ 
to take another step in the Pan-African journey, 
whose intellectual seeds were sown more than a 
ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÁÇÏȢȱ 

Ethiopia joins African countries in historic 

intra -Africa trade agreement 

What is AfCFTA? 

African heads of government agreed to establish a 
continental free trade area in 2012 and started 
negotiations in 2015. 

The agreement brings together 1.2 billion people with a 
combined gross domestic product (GDP) of over $2 
trillion. 

The agreement commits countries to removing tariffs on 
90% of goods, with 10% of "sensitive items" to be phased 
in later. 

It will also liberalise services and aims to tackle so-called 
"non-tariff barriers" which hamper trade between African 
countries, such as long delays at the border. 

Eventually, free movement of people and even a single 
currency could become part of the free trade area. 
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On 22nd March, Ambassador Hailemichael Aberra 
Afework was among panellists at an event led by the 
Royal Africa Society and Dalberg Advisors with The 
Africa Club at London Business School. The event 
ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐÉÃ Ȭ7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ 3$'Ó ÍÅÁÎ ÆÏÒ 
ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȩȭ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ËÅÙÎÏÔÅ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ 
by Lord Mark Malloch Brown, former UN Deputy 
Secretary-'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃË /ȭ$ÏÎÏÈÏÅȟ #%/ ÏÆ #$# 
Group. 

 

The first panel, which focussed on business, was 
opened by Lord Malloch Brown who offered deep 
insight into the opportunities the Sustainable 
Development Goals offer the private sector, 
especially in filling the $2.5 trillion gap needed to 
finance SDGs. Ambassador Hailemichael was among 
panellists at this session which included Dougie 
Brew, Director of External Affairs, Communications 
and Sustainability for Africa at Unilever; David 
Croft, Director of Global Sustainability at Diageo and 
Kate Robertson, Co-Founder of One Young World. 

The Ambassador welcomed the investment that 
companies such as Diageo and Unilever have 
brought to Ethiopia, as part of a bigger objective to 
end poverty, provide employment and empower 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ Ȱ!ÆÒÉÃÁ ÉÓ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ 
!ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȟ ÆÏÒ 
example, has integrated SDGs into its national 
development framework - the Growth and 
Transformation Plan. The Ethiopian Government is 
committed to implementing SDGs following the 
success of the MDGs, which saw Ethiopia achieving 
ÓÉØ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÓȢȱ 

Ambassador Hailemichael also emphasized long-
term investments with particular reference to 
Diageo, who have invested in Ethiopia over the 
years, working with the local communities and he 
encouraged more joint ventures between 
multinationals and local African businesses. 

On how the government is supporting investment in 
Ethiopia, the Ambassador highlighted the major 
areas within which  Ethiopia seeks investors, such as 
infrastructure development, health sectors and 
industrial park development, adding that the 
government provides incentives to investors, such 
as tax breaks. The Ambassador also touched upon 
the requirement of capacity building in education 
and training. This panel was chaired by Yemi 
Babington-Ashaye, Former Director and Deputy 
Head of Africa at the World Economic Forum. 

 

The second panel focussed on investors and began 
with a keynote address by CDC Group CEO, Nick 
/ȭ$ÏÎÏÈÏÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÁÉÄ ȰÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÔÉÍÅ 
when development finance has been as front and 
centre in the debate as it is today, and the SDGs have 
played a key role in focussing attention on the role 
ÏÆ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȱȢ #$#ȟ he said, is 
one of the largest investors in Africa, adding that it 
is a fantastic time to be working in development 
finance institutions. 

#ÉÔÉÎÇ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȟ -Ò /ȭ$ÏÎÏÈÏÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
countries in Africa he has been to, none is more 
focussed on attracting private capital development 

Africa is ready for development: Ambassador Hailemichael 

ETHIOPIA IN THE UK 
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ÔÈÁÎ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȢ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏ (Á×ÁÓÓÁ )ÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ 
Park and seen people working where there was 
nothing 3 years ago. What the Ethiopian 
government ÉÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Detailed coverage of the event can be found on the 
Royal Africa Society website at  
http://bit.ly/AfricaSDGs . Follow live updates on 
Twitter by searching #AfricaSDGs. 

&LA@RRX RS@EE BNLLDLNQ@SD 8NLDM½R %@X 

Embassy staff, led by Ambassador Hailemichael 
Aberra Afework, observed International  Womenȭs 
Day on 8th March, recognising the achievements 
Ethiopia has made and celebrating the outstanding 
contribution of the women who work at the 
Embassy. 

 

At the event, Ambassador Hailemichael highlighted 
major achievements such as education, the creation 
of economic opportunities and political 
empowerment, that Ethiopia has achieved over the 
past two decades.  

(Å ÁÌÓÏ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÈÏ× %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ 
Affairs is encouraging and facilitating the 
engagement of women in the foreign service.  

 

Female staff at the Embassy also expressed what the 
day means to them - such as empowerment, 
equality and freedom of expression. 

OBITUARY: Irene Beard 

 

Irene Beard, gifted with the art of improving 
buildings and a prolific fund-raiser, was also a great 
friend of Ethiopia. When diagnosed with motor 
neurone disease (MND), she was determined to 
enjoy her life and travelled to Ethiopia, her favourite 
country, where she visited the moonlike Danakil 
salt plains and active volcano. 

WÈÉÌÅ ÉÎ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȟ ÉÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ )ÒÅÎÅȭÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
there was a shortage of good quality school books. 
Setting out to find out exactly what books were 
required she was fortunate enough to find herself 
seated on an Ethiopian Airlines plane next to the 
then Education Minister Genet Zewdie. Shortly 
afterwards, she met the Deputy Prime Minister 
Tefera Walwa, who recalls Irene with awe and 
affection. 

Ȱ) ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ȬÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ×ÏÍÁÎȭȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙȩ 
Because she made it, in a very challenging 
environment, in a couÎÔÒÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× 
the culture the language or the politics, but, with her 
love of the poor people of Ethiopia, and the quality 
of her leadership she ensured the objective was 
achieved. I wish many of us, especially the younger 
generation of Ethiopia, and of the UK, could learn a 
ÆÅ× ËÅÙ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ )ÒÅÎÅ "ÅÁÒÄȢȱ 

Over the ensuing years Irene fund-raised, sending 
over 3 million books to Ethiopia. She also set up a 
Think Tank which met periodically to assist 
Ethiopia with its development efforts. 

Irene also fund-raised for MND research, raising 
£20 million.  

Irene Beard, born August 19, 1942. Passed 
March 15, 2018 . A memorial service will be held 
in May. 

http://bit.ly/AfricaSDGs
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Former US Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson made 
his debut trip to Africa in March with stops in 
Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Chad and Nigeria. 
 
While in Ethiopia, Tillerson met with government 
officials and the leadership of the African Union to 
further U.S. partnerships with the government and 
people of Africa. 
 
At a meeting with the former Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Hailemariam Dessalegn,  the Secretary 
emphasized long-standing U.S. commitment to and 
partnership with the Ethiopian people. The 
Secretary thanked the Former Prime Minister for 
%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÎ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 
humanitarian and security issues, noting 
ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ Á ÈÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
one of the most significant contributors to 
peacekeeping operations, and the role Ethiopia can 
play in the African Union and the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) to improve regional relations. 
 
The Secretary commended the Prime Minister for 
ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȟ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ 
by his decision to step down, to facilitate a peaceful 
transition, and to make way for further reforms. 
 

Mr Tillerson participates in a traditional Ethiopian coffee ceremony at 
the U.S. Embassy in Addis Ababa. 

 
While with the Ethiopian Foreign Minister, 
Workneh Gebeyehu, Tillerson addressed a wide 
range of shared interests in security, economic 
growth, and governance. The Secretary emphasized 

that the United States supports Ethiopia as it does 
the hard work of advancing democratic reforms to 
broaden political participation. The Secretary also 
encouraged the Foreign Minister to continue to 
focus on private sector growth and the 
transparency that creates the environment for 
increased investment. 
 

 
 
At a press conference at the conclusion of his visit, 
former Secretary Tillerson said, "The United States 
is a long-time friend and partner of Ethiopia. We 
look forward to working with you  as the people of 
Ethiopia seek greater peace, democracy, and 
prosperity - all of which we know you will succeed 
in achieving." 
 
ȣUAE Minister arrives in Ethiopia  

March also saw an official visit by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahya. 

While in Ethiopia he met with EtÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ 
for Foreign Affairs, Dr Workneh Gebeyehu, to 
discuss bilateral and regional issues of mutual 
interest. 

The second Joint Ministerial Commission meeting of 
the two countries was also held on 7th March, which 
followed the 2nd Ethio-UAE Joint Technical 
Committee. 

LOCAL NEWS 

Foreign ministers from USA, Russia and UAE visit Ethiopia  

in historical week of diplomatic success  
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President meets 2ÕÓÓÉÁȭÓ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ 
 
On 9th March, President Mulatu Teshome held talks 
×ÉÔÈ 2ÕÓÓÉÁȭÓ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ Minister, Sergey Lavrov.      
The President called on the two countries to 
advance their historical partnership into economic 
cooperation. 

Sergey Lavrov said efforts will be made to improve 
the trade and investment relations between the two 
countries. 

Similarly, former Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Dessalegn held talks with Lavrov on bilateral socio-
economic and global issues. 

 

They stressed the need to improve cultural and 
tourism ties, capitalising on their shared values to 
seize on good opportunities.  

The two also exchanged view on ways to strengthen 
their cooperation in higher learning institutions, 
investment and global agendas. 

The discussion also focused on ways to strengthen 
the ties between the two countries, which dates 
back 120 years. 

ȣhistorical w eek of diplomatic success  

In a press conference following the visits of the 
three ministers, Dr Workneh Gebeyehuȟ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ 
-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÓÁÉÄ ȰÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅË ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
taken as historical, and a week of diplomatic 
ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓȢȱ 

The visits were an additional recognition for 
%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÄÉÐÌÏÍÁÃÙȟ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
stability in the Horn of Africa, on the continent and 
globally as well, he said. 

7 th anniversary of the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam celebrated 

 
The 7th anniversary of the commencement of 
construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 
Dam (GERD) was celebrated on 2nd April in the 
presence of high-level government officials, artists, 
and invited guests. 
 

 
 
At the event held at Guba, Benishangul Gumuz 
regional state, where the construction of the dam is 
currently taking place, Engineer Azeb Asnake, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of Ethiopian Electric Power, 
said the construction of the dam is 65% complete. 
 
Around 9,000 Ethiopians and 260 foreign nationals 
are participating in the construction of the dam. 
Upon completion, the Dam will have generation 
capacity of 6,450MW, making it the largest in Africa. 
 
Furthermore, once the construction of GERD, 
Genele Dawa, Koisha, Aluto and Corbetti, Tulu Moye 
and Repi landfill-to-energy projects are completed, 
EÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ×ÉÌÌ increase 
to 10,000MW. 
 
ȣTripartite talks on Renaissance Dam to 
resume 
 
Meanwhile, talks between Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Egypt on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
being built on the Blue Nile River are being held in 
Khartoum from 4th Apri l. 
 
The talks will focus on the dam operation and the 
modalities of water sealing the reservoir, as part of 
efforts to create a wider consensus on the usage of 
Nile waters. 
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Blueprint for wind power expansion  

launched 

 
Ethiopia and Denmark have joined forces to launch 
the Wind Project Development Roadmap - a 
guideline for the development and expansion of 
wind projects in Ethiopia, which has huge untapped 
wind energy potential. 
 

 
 
Experts from both countries have been sharing 
experiences with leading international experts to 
produce these guidelines to successfully develop 
wind projects in Ethiopia to further support 
sustainable growth and development of the energy 
sector both for the benefit of the country and region. 
 
Speaking at the launch of the book, the Danish 
ambassador to Ethiopia Ms Mette Thygesen said 
Ȱ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁ ÉÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓ ×ÉÎÄ 
potential and this could potentially be a cost-
effective solution for a better power generation mix 
and seasonal complementarity to the current 
hydro-ÂÁÓÅÄ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȱȢ 
 
Currently only some 324 MW of wind power 
capacity is installed in Ethiopia. Its Growth and 
Transformation Plan (GTPII) calls for almost 1,000 
MW of additional wind capacity to be installed in the 
near future. 
 
An important part of the development of the 
infrastructure of Ethiopia, including the energy 
sector, will be a joint effort between the public and 
private sector. To lay the foundation for these plans 
the Parliament ratified the comprehensive Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) Proclamation on 25th 
January. 
 
As the Ethiopian Minister for Water, Irrigation and 
%ÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÔÙ $Ò %ÎÇ 3ÅÌÅÓÈÉ "ÅËÅÌÅ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÏÕÒ 

belief that private sector investment will play a 
significant part in enabling the achievement of the 
ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȱ ÂÕÔ ÁÄÄÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ 
there is a great need for concerted support to 
develop robust institutional, regulatory and legal 
ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËÓȱȢ 
 
The Roadmap report includes an action matrix for 
accelerating wind power generation in Ethiopia, 
providing a blueprint to match the new policy 
guidelines for PPPs in the energy sector with best 
international practices. 
 
The report is also well suited for other countries, 
both in the region and elsewhere, that are looking 
for ways to tap into wind resources in a cost 
effective way via competitive tender procurement 
mechanisms. 
 

Ethiopia secures $375 million World Bank 

credit for Electrification Program  

 
The World Bank has approved a $375 million 
International Development Association (IDA) credit 
ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ 
electricity access by 2025. 
 

 
 
Ethiopia has the second highest available 
generation capacity in Sub-Saharan Africa with 
nearly 100% coming from renewable energy 
generation (mostly hydropower), and vast and 
mainly untapped solar, wind and geothermal clean 
energy resources. Over the past decade, the 
Government has launched one of the most 
successful electrification programs in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, expanding the grid network coverage to 
nearly 60% of towns and villages. 
 
Despite these major strides in the sector, Ethiopia 
still has the second largest energy access deficit in 
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Sub-Saharan Africa (after Nigeria), and the third in 
the world. 
 
In November 2017, Ethiopia, with support from the 
World Bank, launched its National Electrification 
Programme (NEP) to strategically shift from 
infrastructure development to the delivery of 
adequate, reliable and affordable electricity 
services. The NEP is a sustainable, transparent, and 
locally grounded electrification roadmap - driven by 
a customer centric approach. The programme has 
the potential to leverage additional multi-donor 
financing and involvement in the sector. 
The Ethiopia Electrification Programme, approved 
on 1st March, will directly support the NEP ɀ  which 
requires an estimated investment of $1.5 billion 
over the first five years ɀ provid ing one million last-
mile household connections. 
 
Specifically, the programme supports the three 
pillars of the NEP: grid electrification, off-grid 
services, and sector capacity and institutional 
reform. This holistic approach is intended to 
optimize electrification efforts to maximize the 
development impact of electricity services, 
irrespective of where someone happens to live. 
 
The Ethiopia Electricity Programme will be 
implemented by the Ministry of Water, Irrigation, 
and Electricity and the Ethiopia Electric Utility, and 
disbursement of funds are linked to the 
achievement of tangible and specific results. 
 
10,000MW geothermal potential in Ethiopia  

 
A new study by the Ethiopian Geological Survey 
conducted in cooperation with partners, has 
evaluated the geothermal resources on 23 sites in 
the Ethiopian Rift Valley region, with an estimated 
combined geothermal potential of 10,000MW. 
 
The government is now allowing private investors 
to invest in geothermal development in Ethiopia. 
Most recently, licences were given for the 
construction of two geothermal plants ɀ Corbetti 
and Tulu Moye, that will produce a combined 
1,000MW of power upon completion. 
 
Development of other geothermal projects are 
currently underway is sites such as Aluto Langano, 
which is estimated to have a potential capacity of 
80MW. Preparations are ongoing for a 100MW 
project in  Lalo Meda Tendaho in Afar state. 

Over 880,000 jobs created in 6 months for  

youths 

 
More than 880,000 jobs targeting Ethiopian youths 
were created in the last six months as part of the 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ job-creation initiative , which 
provides training, raw materials and a value-chain 
for youngsters. 

The Ethiopian Urban Job Creation and Food 
Security Council said Ethiopia created over 1.7 
million job opportunities through the government's 
initiative during the last fiscal year. 

The council, which has been implementing a 
platform to register job-seekers across the country, 
had an initial plan to benefit 2.1 million citizens 
through the initiative during the reported period. 

The manufacturing and construction sectors are at 
the forefront of job creation for the growing number 
of working-class Ethiopians. 

Production line at Pittardsô factory in Ethiopia where they 
manufacture high-end leather gloves 

Of a total of 1.7 million Ethiopians who secured jobs 
last fiscal year, 71% were youngsters, while 61,000 
were graduates from higher education institutes 
and 128,000 were graduates of technical and 
vocational schools across the country. 

Ethiopia, Africa's second most populous nation with 
a population of more than 100 million, has a plan to 
construct around 15 industrial parks across the 
country during the second five-year Growth and 
Transformation Plan (GTP-II) to create more jobs 
for the growing youth population. 


