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MESSAGE FROM THE AMBASSADOR

On behalf of the Ethiopian Embassy in London, |
would like to extend my best wishes to the
Ethiopian community and friends of Ethiopia in the
United Kingdom for a joyous holiday season and a
happy new year.

The run-up to the new year provide us with the
opportunity to pause, reflect and celebrate the past
year surrounded by aur nearest and dearest. It is a
season of togetherness, love and hopga time of

thanksgiving and contemplation.

For Ethiopia, 2018 ha& represented a year of

political groups from abroad and their
reengagement in the democratic process; the
provision of amnesty to all political prisoners and
journalists held in prison; gender-parity in the

cabinet and the restructuring of the Executive and
the successful mediation of the split within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church among others.

With all of the change that has taken place in my
country over the last year, the UK has stoaslde-by-
side with the Government as a stalwart bilateral
partner enduring in its commitment to Ethiopia. It
is my sincere conviction tha 2019 will be a year in

transformational change- A A1 AT OET ¢ OE Awhith GKEMiOQiAGréations continue to blossom.

position as a beacon of hope and catalyst f@eace
in the Horn of Africa. Reforms championed by the
administration of H.E Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
have registered a number of achements
including: the end of the conflict with neighbouring
Eritrea and reestablishment of diplomatic relations;
the brokering of peace between neighbouring
Eritrea and Djibouti; the peaceful return of exiled
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The Embassy looks forward to working closely th
all of our UK partners to further consolidate our
partnership in pursuit of global peace and mutual
prosperity for our great nations.

Once again, on behalf of all diplomats and staff at the
Embassy, | would like to wish you joy, health, love
and peace this holiday season and beyond.
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Laying the ground-work for the 2020 elections

On taking the oath of office in
April this year, Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed told Parliament that
his government will build a

OUOOAiI OOEAO O

parties who attended included the
Oromo Liberation Front, theOromo
Federalist Congress, Patriotic
Ginbot 7 and the Ogaden National
Liberation Front. The newly

e happointed Chairperson of the
and social conditions and which ——— p National Electoral Board (NEBE) ,
is governed by the will of the Ms Birtukan Mideska, a former
peopled 6 "OET CEI1 judge and opposition politician who
consensus among all returned from exile in the United
stakeholders and realising States and is one of a raft of women
sustainable development will be recently appointed to prominent
the overarching task,he said. positions, was also present.

Since then, the government has launched a wide
range of measures and the PM has held inclusive
discussions with sections of society all around the
country and beyond. He travelled abroad and met
members of the Ethiopian Diasporain North
America and in Europe, calling upon leaders and
members of exiled political parties to return home
and resolve differences through dialogue. Many
prisoners have been released, reform of the justice
system has been instigated and a new (woman)
Preddent of the Federal Supreme Court has been
appointed. The PM has r@rganised his cabinet,
paying special attention tocomplete gender parity.

Opening the discussion, PM Abiy said achieving
consensus on a common national agenda would lay

the foundations for a stable political culture and
encddOACA DOI OPAOEOGU8 " AET C (
avoiding unnecessary polarisation can help turn

differel AAG ET 01 AOOAOO6h EA
political ideologies should not be the cause of
discord, but should serve as a foundation to rebuild

Ethiopia wE OE AT T OOOOAOEOA EAAAC
resolved through dialogue, he said, urging those
present to refrain from provoking dispute by

dwelling on the past.

From now onwards, a forum will be established

On 27 November the Prime Minister met with the where all political parties can sustain a permanent
leaders of over 80 (eighty) political parties to dialogue on major national issues, and propose
discuss the reforms that will ensure that the solutions to common problems. Elections are a
elections in 2020 will be fully free and fair. Political pillar of any democratic system and a fully
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independent electoral system is essential, so chief  Birtukan Mideksa appointed chairperson of
among issues discussed were theeforms required electoral board

to ensure that the2020 election outcome will reflect
more closely how the people voted. The PM called
on the leaders ofall parties to play their part in
setting up such sustainable electoral systems and
1 Ax08 (A OAAZEZEOI AA EEO
to playing aconstructive role.

The PM suggested d@hree phase inter -political
party discussion . The first would focus orreaching
consensus regarding the place and time of dialogue
and identify the issues to be discussed. The second
phase would cover building democréc/electoral
institutions, and the third phase, to be held after the
2020 election, would focus on sustaininghe new
political culture. The rules of the game will include
acceptance of the election outcome by all competing
parties.

Former judge and opposition leader, Btukan

Mideksa, has become the latest significant
appointment of a woman to a key public office after
Parliament endorsed her appointment as

chairperson of the National Election Board of
Ethiopia.

The Office of the Prime Minister announced the
nominaton I £ " EOOOEAT OAUET C EO
Minister Abiy's] promise in facilitating electoral

reforms and bears testimony to the plitical will for

OOO0OAT COEATET C AT ET AADPAT AAI

The PM encouragedhe numerous political parties
present to consider merging with parties that had
similar ideologies, so the piblic will not be confused
by the very high number of parties, and so that the
government can allocate adequate budgetsin
Ethiopia, competing paties receive government
funds to support their election campaigns. Political
parties should transcend the regns they
represent, he concluded, and stand for the country ~ Birtukan returned to Ethiopia in November
as a whole. following Prime Minister Abiy's call for national
reconciliation aimed at former opposition figures,
The PM concluded that the NEBE will use the ideas government critics as well as journalists who were

raised at the meeting to reform the electoral in exile.
process, helping to create trusted democratic and
judicial institutions and a stable mlitical culture. The NEBE, which is accountable to Parliament, is an

FTU Al AT AT AT OO0 061 OEA Al iGdepdrdendadd autghen®uis organ desighated forc
the constitution, he said, should be considered conducting ekctions in Ethiopia.

together and in accordance wittthe law.
Ethiopia is scheduled to hold kctions in 2020.
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Former Ethiopian President
Girma WoldeGiorgis laid to rest

Former  Ethiopian president H.E. Girma
Woldegiorgis died on14t December 2018just two
weeks short of his 9% birthday .

A state funeral was held in his honour on 19
Decemter at the Holy Trinity Cathedral in Addis
Ababa in the presence othigh-level Ethiopian and
foreign dignitaries including Ethiopian President
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SahleWork Zewde, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and
African Union Commission Chairperson Moussa
Faki Mahamat.

Spe&ing at his funeral,broadcast live on television,
Ethiopian President Sahlework Zewde said
"Wolde-Giorgis showed the true principles of public
service, serving Ethiopia during challenging thes

over the last several decades, in various capacitiés

A 21-gun salute was fired in his honour during the
state funeral.

President Girma was born in Addis Ababa on28th

December 1924andOA OOA A A OpredideBtE | D E A

for twelve years between 2001 to 2013. He
sustaineda long career in public serviceclose to &
decades, spanning multiple governmentg from the
imperial period, as a military officer, to the current
EPRDF government- performing multiple state
duties.



