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Q. In otherwards your Electoral defeat in the Capital was also a
product of the
outcome of the 1998-2000 border war?

A. It is not outcome of the war per se So much the outcome of the
Indipendence of Eritrea. As you know our movement had fully
accepted the Indipendence of Eritrea and welcomed it of peaceful
way of resolving this 30 years war we had. We had tried to
establish good relations with Eritrea and after the border war some
in the urban areas wanted us to reverse the Indipendence of
Eritrea. We did't want to go that far and when we came out with
the five point plan which would have legalized the boundries of
Ethiopia and Eritrea and would have normalized relations between
these two Indipendent states some of these people felt betrayed
twice and they vented their anger.
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